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Dive Into the School Year! 

 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 

I  hope this newsletter finds everyone having had a great holiday 
season and excited to start a brand new year.  Last year we had a 
lot of highlights at Benjamin Logan Middle School and I am excit-
ed for what the New Year will bring.  In 2018, we have a lot of 
exciting events planned for our students. 

Benjamin Logan Middle School has the opportunity to work with three artists this 
year during the second semester. We are blessed to work with Vicki Murphy, Bev 
Finkel, and Jan Fedorenko.  Students will work with all three artists throughout the 
entire semester to create art pieces that will be displayed throughout the building. 
This was made possible by the Ohio Art Council’s TeachArtOhio Initiative.  We en-
courage everyone to join us on for our “Evening with the Arts” this spring where we 
will be highlighting all of our students and what they have accomplished throughout 
the year in all of our Unified Art classes.  We will also be highlighting all of the work 
our students and artists in residence have been working on this semester. 

Coming up in January will be our January School Board Meeting that the middle 
school will be hosting on January 22nd.  We will have several groups of students pre-
sent at this meeting on some of the exceptional work they have been doing this year.  
Please feel free to join us on January 22nd in the middle school media center. 

Finally, some important information to remember. Our first semester has ended and 
grades will be posted to Progress book January 8th.  If you would like a hard copy of 
the report card, please call the Middle School office and will have one sent home with 
your students.  Also, we are getting closer to the spring when we will be taking part 
in state testing. There will be a letter sent home in February to explain the exact days 
your student will be testing.  Please keep an eye out for this letter and let us know if 
you have any questions. 

In closing, the New Year is often a time for new beginnings and resolutions and I look 

forward to seeing all of the new and exciting things that will be coming to the middle 

school. I hope each of your families have had a safe and happy holiday season and are 

ready to get a jump start on 2018. 

 

Rob Walter, Principal 

Rob Walter 

Benjamin Logan Middle School  

January Important Dates: 
 

8: Students Return from  
    Winter Break 
10: Girl’s Basketball with  
      Indian Lake 5:30pm 
11: Study Tables until 4:30pm 
      Art Club until 4:30pm 
      Boy’s Basketball with  
      Indian Lake 5:30pm 
12: BLMS Pool Wrestling  
      Tournament 5:30pm 
13: Girl’s Basketball with  
      Jackson Center 10am 
14: Show Choir Festival  
      HS Auditorium 2pm 
15: Martin Luther King Jr.  
      Day -No School 
16: Girl’s & Boy’s Basketball  
      with Kenton 5:30pm 
18 Study Tables until 4:30pm 
     Art Club until 4:30pm 
20: BLMS Wrestling 10am 
      Mechanicsburg Invite 
22: Girl’s & Boy’s Basketball  
      with Northwestern 5:30pm 
23: After School Detention   
      until 4:30pm 
      Logan County Spelling Bee  
      Riverside at 6 pm 
25: Study Tables until 4:30pm    
     Art Club until 4:30pm 
     Girl’s & Boy’s Basketball  
     with Urbana 5:30pm 
     Logan County Spelling Bee  
     Snow Date 
26: Candid Group Pictures in 
     Gym & Commons 10am 
29: Girl’s & Boy’s Basketball  
      with Tecumseh 5:30pm 
30: After School Detention  

      until 4:30pm 

31: BLMS Wrestling 5:30pm 

      Super Tri-Meet 



Every Student Every Day! 

All About the 5th Grade …. 

I t’s hard to believe we are halfway through our fifth grade year! 

So far this year in science we have worked on: 

 Scientific Processes and Methods 

 the Earth, Moon, & Sun System, and  

 the Solar System. 

We are in the middle of our Life Science Unit on Ecosystems and the transfer of energy within those ecosystems 
(AKA, food chains and food webs.) 

Projects we have worked on this year have included a colored water lab, an investigation to find the “fizziest  

formula”, making Oo-Bleck, finding how many gram stackers a foil boat will hold before it sinks, and diagrams of 

how the Earth experiences day and night as well as the seasons. Soon we will be creating our own food chains and 

food webs.  The rest of our year will fly by during which time we will study force and motion and different types 

of energy such as heat, light and sound. 

Science: Mrs. Rader & Mrs. Young 

Social Studies: Mrs. Rader & Mrs. Young 

T he fifth grade Social Studies classes have just finished up studying the re-

gions of the United States.  While studying each of the seven regions, students 

learned about the economy, climate, resources, and landforms, as well as the 

states that comprise each region.  After studying and completing activities for 

each of the regions, the students were assigned different research projects for 

each one.  Some of these projects included Midwest menus, Southern post-

cards, Pacific Coast acrostic poems, and songs from the Northeast.  The unit 

concluded with a bonus test of all 50 states! 
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All About the 5th Grade ... 

S tudents in Mrs. Gill’s Language Arts classes have been learning about figurative language recent-
ly. Figurative language helps to make our writing much more interesting, but can often be hard to 
recognize and comprehend. Some different types of figurative language include similes, metaphors, 
personification, idioms, hyperboles, and alliteration. Below are just some examples that we have 

worked on in Language Arts class…. 

 

 Before my solo at the choir concert, I had butterflies in my stomach. (This is an example of an idiom which means the person was 
nervous about their solo performance.) 

 

 The car was suffering and was in need of some repair. (This is an example of personification which means the car needed to be 
fixed!) 

Mrs. Gill: Figurative Language is a Piece of Cake!  

T he students in Mrs. Gill’s Reading classes have been reading a variety of fiction books; The 

City of Ember, The People of Sparks, There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom and Puppy Place.  

Students have been reading their books with classmates and working in centers while focusing on 

literary elements. Vocabulary has also been a large part of reading class during these centers. 

During center time, students read with their partners, read with Mrs. Gill, and work on the  

literary elements, such as characters, character traits, setting, plot, point of view, 

and theme. Comprehension is a skill that students work on during this time also. 

The students have enjoyed reading these different books with their small groups and 

getting the opportunity to move along at their own pace.   

Mrs. Gill: Reading  
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All About the 5th Grade ... 

Math: Mrs. Cox & Mrs. Matthews 

T he fifth graders have been working hard and learning a lot these past two 
nine weeks. Fifth graders begin each day with Independent work which includes a 
review of previously learned concepts, interactive games and practice. Each 
block, depending on ability level, is studying different indicators and completing 
many activities. Multiplication and division are the next topics to be covered, as 
well as, fractions! Please encourage your child to continue 
to develop math fluency and to complete weekly math 
consistently. Do not hesitate to call or email if you have 
questions or concerns regarding fifth grade math. 

“Please encourage your 
child to continue to 

develop math fluency and 
to complete weekly math 

consistently. “ 

ELA: Mrs. Wishin 

H ow does an animal adapt to its habitat? This question was the focus in both ELA and 
science. Mrs. Rader and Mrs. Wishin have been working on helping students to see sci-
ence content not in just science class but in ELA class as well. Right before Thanksgiving, 
students were asked to write a compare and contrast paper on inner and outer planets. 
Recently during AP time, students were asked to look for text features, main idea and 
supporting details on books whose content was focused on animals and their habitats. 
Mrs. Rader and Mrs. Wishin will continue to focus their efforts to combine their subjects 

to help strengthen and deepen students understanding in both subject areas.  

Additionally, students in Mrs. Wishin’s ELA class have been studying similes and metaphors. They’ve been working 

on reading various metaphors and similes with the purpose of figuring out what they 

mean. Students are also being challenged to use these types of figurative languages in 

their writing journals. Their most recent writing prompt asked students to tell who they 

would invite over to join in their family’s festivities. They had to use a simile or meta-

phor to describe a character trait of the person they would choose to invite. Overall,  

students are working hard to interpret these types of figurative language!   
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Mrs. Jennifer Davis:  5th Grade Art 

Created by:  Raegan Hites 

Created by:  Skylar Miracle 

Created by:  Sadie Staats Mobiles ready to spin on display! 

Created by:  Bryden Morris  

Melted Crayon Artwork 
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5th Grade Technology 

Mrs. Jenkins 

Paint: Picture Duplication 

Created by: Bre Sidders 
Paint: Symmetrical Design 

Created by: Lily Burk 

City Creator 

Created by: Layton Nelson 
City Creator 

Created by: Harry Stratton 

Paint: Self-Portrait 

Created by: Tyler Barnes Paint & Word: Invention 

Created by:  Alex Gallagher 


